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Event Calendar 

 
 

Harmony Day 
 21 March 

 
Year 12 Exam Block 

21-30 March 
 

Interhouse Cross Country/ HAWK Walk 
Wednesday 29 March 

1:00pm –3:00pm 
 

CLONTARF Big Day  Out Reward 
Thursday 30 March 

 
Final Day—Term 1  

Thursday 30 March 
 

Show Holiday 
Friday  31 March 

 
Term 2  Commences 

Monday 17 April 
 

Year 7 Geography Excursion 
24-28 April 

 
Year 9 Emu Gully Adventure Day 

Monday 24 April 
 

SPL Vs Murrumba College 
Monday 24 April 

 
ANZAC Day 

Tuesday 25 April 
 

Bill Turner Cluster Day 
Thursday 27 April 

 
Parent Teacher Interviews 

3:30pm –6:00pm 
Thursday 27 April 

 

  

Good things happen for those who show up. 
 
The above short sentence has been important to me throughout my whole life, e                   
especially when I may not feel like attending a specific event or activity. 
 
As an adult looking back in your life, do you have any regrets of events that you missed 
because you did not take the opportunity to be there when invited? 
 
I have a lifetime regret that on the 30th of November in 1975, a number of my Year 12 
friends went to the Cloudland Ballroom at Bowen Hills in Brisbane to see AC/DC play 
live. They asked me to go with them. I felt I was ‘too busy’ to go! 
 
It was part of AC/DC’s 1975 “T.N.T.” Australian Tour. The band included all the original 
band members: Angus Young – Lead Guitar, Malcolm Young – Rhythm Guitar, Bon Scott 
– Lead Vocals, Mark Evans – Bass, and Phil Rudd – Drums. Australian music legends! 
 
The concert was brilliant. A friend of mine said it was the most exciting musical event of 
his life. He said that Angus Young jumped down from the stage onto the auditorium 
floor and continued his lead break surrounded by the audience, and I missed it all, be-
cause I didn’t attend! 
 
I needed to be there, and we, HSHS, need our students to be here, every day on which 
they are well enough to attend, without exception. No one can learn when they are not 
present in the class when the learning is happening. 
 
Just like the aforementioned concert, wonderful things happen at our school every day, 
whether in classrooms, our playground, our sporting courts or fields, our cultural per-
formance areas, at our Annex or Hospital Classes, or at the Agricultural Centre. You will 
see evidence of these in every issue of Hawk Chat. 
 
Who would want to miss any of these? Our students can’t afford to miss any of these. 
 
Our Queensland Department of Education, within its Equity and Excellence strategy, 
has student attendance as a key performance measure for every school and every Prin-
cipal in the state, without exception. 
 
Our attendance target is, and always has been, 95%. Some may see that as too high a 
target; I see it as a fair and reasonable target. No employer would want to pay an em-
ployee who couldn’t be at work more than 95% of the time. 
 
I seek your support as parents/carers that our students are present every day of the 
school year, health permitting. Why? Because ‘good things happen to those who show 
up’. 
 
Ken Green 
Executive Principal 
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Executive Principal 
 

Ken Green 
 

Deputy Principals 
 

BALKUIN - Craig Forknall  
BARANG - Leanne Monagle 

BONDA - Ian Brackstone 
- Dale Potter 

Inclusion—Chree Derksen  
0.2 A/ DP — Sall’ee Ryman 

 
Business Manager 

 

Elaine Fickling 
 

Guidance Officers 
 

Judy King 
Sue-Ellen Taylor 

Rose Luna 
 

Positive Behaviour Coaches  
BALKUIN - Brady Albrand  

BARANG - Sue Burns 
BONDA - Ben McDonald 

- Scott Schultz  
A/SEP - Darren Kiely 

 
Year Level Coordinators 
Year 7 - Emma Zillmann 
Year 8 - Adam McNellie 

Year 9 - Tegan Krause 
Year 10 - Jamie Krisanski 

Year 11 - Peter Dayus 
Year 12 - Christopher Parker 

 
P&C Shop 
4636 8714 

Monday-Friday 
8:15am - 3:15pm 

 
School Canteen 

4636 8710 
7:45am - 2:00pm  

Year 12 Homeless Awareness Week  

Year 12 Health students have been working hard to plan and implement their Homeless Awareness 

Week innovation as a part of their IA1 task. Stu-

dents collected hygiene pack donations throughout 

weeks 5 and 6 to create packs to be donated to 

BASE Services, a not for profit, community develop-

ment organisation that works with individuals and 

families in need in the Toowoomba community. 

Through HSHS staff and students’ Hawk spirit and 

generosity, 143 hygiene packs were able to be as-

sembled and donated by the Health students. 

On Friday, 3rd March the Year 12 Health students 

held a sausage sizzle and snow cone fundraiser at 

first break. The snow cones were a hit with over $500 being raised to sup-

port community youth service, Emerge who provide at-risk young people in 

the local community with access to employment, emergency accommoda-

tion, mentorship and social opportunities to help them reach their full po-

tential. A huge thank you to Homestyle Bake and Patton’s the Bargain 

Butcher who generously donated bread and sausages to support the fund-

raiser. 

The Year 12 Health students, along with Health teachers, Mrs Fraser and 

Mrs Grohn, would like to sincerely thank all staff and students who contrib-

uted to this year’s Homeless Awareness Week. Congratulations to the Year 

12 Health students for planning and implementing a successful innovation 

which has provided valuable resources to our community!  
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Redlands Cup  

On Thursday 16 March our Captains and Vice Captains visited Queensland Parlia-

ment House  at the invitation of our local Member of Parliament David Janetzki MP. 

The visit included watching question time, meeting other Queensland Parliamen-

tarians, lunch in “Strangers’ Dining Room” and even a quick chat with our own Di-

rector General for the Queensland Department of Education. 

Queensland  

Parliament House  

It was a pleasure to have the Concordia College Lions over on Tuesday afternoon for the first of a seven game tournament - The Red-

lands Cup.  While the Lions led for the first inning, the Hawks came back with a vengeance in the last inning to win the game 6-4. We 

look forward to the future games, wins, and friendships.  

Spectators to the games are always welcome so stay tuned to Facebook for term two game dates!" 
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Clontarf 
 

The past few weeks has seen plenty of action within the Clontarf Academy. There have been our usual Tuesday morning fitness trainings 

which have seen upwards of 30 boys turn up per session, which has been great to see the boys working hard in what can be challenging 

sessions. Our Wednesday and Friday morning trainings have also been popular with between 40 - 45 boys turning out for these. The ener-

gy and positive vibe within these sessions has been very pleasing to see. On top of these morning sessions we have been plenty of 

lunchtime activities happening for the boys to get involved in such as: Handball, basketball, swimming, brain busters, minute to win it 

games, our year 7 & 12 invite lunch as well as the usual table tennis and pool. 

 

A few big highlights though have been our year 7 induction camp and our year 10/11 Football carnival. 

 

Year 7 Induction Camp: 

 

The Clontarf Year 7 Induction Camp at Cooroibah, Noosa was a resounding success, providing an excellent opportunity for the boys to 

bond, develop leadership skills, and have some fun.  

 

One highlight of the camp was the touch football carnival held under lights, made possible by Coates Hire for supplying the light towers. 

The boys displayed great sportsmanship and teamwork, impressing both their peers and mentors 

 

In addition to the football carnival, the boys participated in a range of activities designed to promote leadership skills, such as ping pong 

competitions, camp building, and raft building. These activities provided an excellent platform for the boys to work together, develop 

problem-solving skills and enhance their communication abilities. 

 

A morning training session was also conducted on the Friday morning, allowing the boys to develop their fitness and improve their overall 

health. The camp ended on a high note, with a visit to Aqua Park Coolum, providing the perfect opportunity for some well-deserved fun. 

 

Overall, the Clontarf Year 7 Induction Camp was an excellent opportunity for the boys to develop their physical, social, and emotional skills 

in a supportive and fun environment. The camp is sure to have a lasting impact on the boys, equipping them with the skills and confidence 

necessary to succeed in all areas of life. 

 

 

First Nation News 
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Clontarf 
 

Job expo and Rugby League Carnival: 

 

20 of our young men made themselves and our community proud at the 

Toowoomba Job Fair. Dressed to impress in the Clontarf Polo and black 

slacks they walked and they talked with numerous employers looking 

for young men to hire. The feedback from different stake holders on the 

way-out  the way the boys presented was very positive. 

 

Following the Job Fair, the boys then were able to let the hair down and 

bring out the competitive juices with a game of mini golf and into the 

driving range. Our boys had a blast in the driving range. One thing we 

learnt from the driving range was that Golf definitely levels the playing 

field and everyone was of equal ability here. There were plenty of 

laughs to be had with balls going in all different directions. 

 

The game of mini golf was more competitive with the boys taking their 

time and making sure every stroke was counted. Everyone enjoyed mini 

golf, with the boys putting being a bit more on point than their driving.  

 

After a big day it was time for a good feed, where the boys were treated to 

dinner at Toowoomba State High School alongside the other 8 Clontarf 

academies from Darling Downs and South East Queensland. We were able 

to rub shoulders with Steve Spark. Steve Spark is the current World Boxing 

Association (WBA) super lightweight intercontinental belt, and spoke with 

the boys about his journey and where his next challenge will be. 

 

On Friday we headed out to Jack Martin Centre for our Rugby League Car-

nival. Everyone played in the Clontarf Spirit and represented our school 

and academy fantastically. We were in the A-grade section alongside Mur-

gon, Warwick and Palme Beach Currumbin (PBC). Wes Berthelson was our skipper and did a great job. 

 

First up saw us take on the community lads from Murgon where we came away with a clinical win. PBC followed which saw us go down in 

a torrid battle. Last up was Warwick, which was a thriller. It was 8 all and try for try and with a handful of seconds to go, we coughed up 

the ball and Warwick scored on full time to take the win. 

 

Ray O’Neill was presented with our Clontarf Spirit award for his efforts and encouragement to all our boys. 

 

It was a great couple of days and all these young me 

should all be commended on their efforts and behav-

iour over the few days. 

 

First Nation News 
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Hawks Library News  

The library is here to improve the academic achievements of every student as readers, researchers and thinkers. 
 
 

Hawks Library News  

The library is here to improve the academic achievements 
of every students as readers, researchers and thinkers. 

 
Harristown Reads 

Students and staff read, share and enjoyed their love of books 

during Australian Reading Hour on Thursday, 9th March.  

 

Challenges to Reading 

As part of our reading goal conversations with students, Library 

staff and English teachers have been asking students to consid-

er their reading identity. We are all readers but we choose 

different materials to read. We have looked at the obstacles 

that students often find to reading and offer solutions that will 

help students with their goal setting  

Research and Thinking Students 
 
Right now, Year 9 and 10 students are finishing their re-
search on Body Image and Mental Health and can still ac-
cess the online guides and research boxes for their assign-
ments. The Library has been busy with students working 
and printing all manner of assignments with 3 library rooms 
of laptops needed some breaks!  
 
We counted 153 students during 2nd break Wednesday with 
26 students reading in the lounge.  
  Happy Library times.  
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 The Arts  

Rehearsals are well underway for this year’s musical.  Students 
rehearse on Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons from 

3.20pm—5pm.  Tickets for the performances on Friday 2nd and 
Saturday 3rd June will go on sale  

mid-next term.  Watch out for details in an  

upcoming Hawk Chat.   

We’d love to see you there! 



Keeping Hawk Families Engaged 

 The Arts  
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 HAWK Hub  

 
Thanks to those yr12 student drivers who attended the Talking Traffic! sessions held on a Tuesday afternoon 

during week 5-8. This 30minute session included information on select road rules relevant to young drivers 

and information on the Fatal 5. Students also participated in a traffic stop (conducted in the western staff 

carpark) including a random breath test.  

Cons Rebekah 

Interhouse Cross Country and HAWK Walk  

 

Date – Wednesday 29th March  

Cross Country held at Kearneys Spring 

Hawk Walk at HSHS ovals 

Time – commencing from 12.40pm 
 

 

Buses for athletes running in the Cross Country and going to Kearneys Spring will depart from the bus interchange from 12:30pm and 
return to school by 3.00pm. (no cost) 

Students not running in the Cross Country will remain at school and participate in the Hawk Walk around the school ovals.  



Harristown State High School Cross Country Course 

– Kearneys Spring, Ruthven Street, Toowoomba 
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On Monday 6th of March, the Year 11 Science in Practice class took the hour-and-a-bit bus 

trip out to Wivenhoe Dam.  Lake Wivenhoe is an important structure in ensuring water se-

curity for South East Queensland, including the Toowoomba area.  We all saw it in action on 

the news last year as it was opening gates as part of its role in flood mitigation. 

While there, students were given opportunities to conduct water quality tests (we can as-

sure you that the water is in tip-top shape), view the reservoir and the dam wall itself 

(including inside the wall, where markers indicated the height of last year’s flooding event), 

and to model four of the five elements of the water treatment process.  The students were 

able to follow these four steps to turn brown dam water into a clear sample, although with-

out the final step of disinfection the water could not be considered clean for drinking. 

All of this provided valuable context for their upcoming assignment on techniques to en-

sure water quality.  Technology which we all take for granted when we turn on the tap and 

out comes clear, clean, safe drinking water.  Something that, according to the WHO/

UNICEF, approximately 2 billion people (about a quarter of the world’s population) do not 

have access to. 

Huge thanks all those involved in  supervising, driving the bus and taking photos, and, of 

course, to the staff at Wivenhoe, for their time, expert knowledge, and for providing this 

valuable opportunity. 

Year 11 Science in Practice  
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