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Event Calendar 

 
Broken Bat Tournament  

 Tuesday 6 September 
3:00pm - 6:00pm 

 
Yr 10 into Yr 11  Subject             

selection evening 
 Tuesday 6 September 

 
Relay For Life 

 Saturday 10 September 
 

Clontarf Yr 12 Major Camp 
 12 September– 17 September 

 
Broken Bat Tournament  

 Tuesday 13 September 
3:00pm - 6:00pm 

 
P&C  Monthly Meeting 
Tuesday 13 September 

7:30pm - 8:30pm 
 

Yr 7 Sports Academy Camp 
  14-15 September 

 
Clontarf Big Day Out  

 Thursday 15 September 
 

Arts Day 
 Friday 16 September 

 
First Day Term 4 

 Tuesday 04 October 
 

SRC Trivia Night 
Friday 7 October 
6:30pm - 9:30pm 

 
School Immunisation Program 

Monday 10 October 
 

Parent Teacher Interviews 
 Tuesday 11 October 

3:30pm—6:30pm 
 

Yr 7 into Yr 8 Subject Selection Evening 
Monday 17 October 

4:45pm - 6:00pm 

 
 
  

 

My Brilliant Career 
 
The above title belongs to a classic Australian period drama film of 1979 star-
ring Judy Davis and Sam Neill. The relevance of this title is that our school is 
passionate about every one of our students having a brilliant career. 
 
There are many pieces to the ‘jigsaw’ of creating such a career for each of our students. A 
very important piece of this jigsaw is for our students to have access to up-to-date infor-
mation from as many career opportunities as possible, and to be able to talk with people 
currently working in those careers or knowing how to access those careers. 
 
Such was the context for our Careers Expo held very recently on Tuesday 30 August. The 
event was a wonderful success – our myriad of presenters enjoyed it; our students enjoyed 
it. I was very proud as Principal to welcome the presenters at the day’s beginning and to be in 
our auditorium to experience the ‘vibe’ and engagement of our students with our presenters. 
 
Well done, Harristown State High School. 
 
Regards 
 
Ken Green 
Executive Principal 
 
 

With the preliminary final over, we say goodbye to the Cool Beans 
who, despite an incredible effort, went down to the Pink Panthers 5-6. 
The game was hard fought through all innings with a neck-to-neck 
score holding from the first. This nail-biting final was among the best 
games played with all players giving their 
best performances yet. 

 

Tune in next Tuesday at 3:30pm on the 
bottom oval where the Pink Panthers take 
on the Bomb Squad in the final game of 
the 2022 Broken Bat. 

Broken Bat  
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Careers Expo  

The 2022 HSHS Careers Expo returned bigger and better, after a three year break due to Covid-19. Our 
students, staff and parents/carers were able to investigate jobs, careers, study and training options 
across 26 displays, with 37 exhibitors, representing employers, UniSQ, Registered Training Organisa-
tions, Carbal Medical Services, a Group Training Company, Australian Support Networks, a social ser-
vices organisation for refugees and migrants, Australian Apprenticeship Centres, a disability employ-
ment service, as well as a recruitment and labour hire company. 

There was a buzz in the school’s Auditorium both as students entered the venue and as they walked 

through the Expo, considering possibilities for their future and at first break, the Auditorium was, 

again, full as Years 7 – 12 students and their parents/carers/staff engaged with the exhibitors. 

The Expo commenced with Year 12 Indigenous leader, Brayden Thompson, delivering the Acknowl-

edgement of Country and then, each Year 10, 11 and 12 student cohort listened to the information 

and advice given by guest speakers from the Aurora Training Institute, TAFE QLD – Darling Downs, 

UniSQ and DISCO (Downs Industry Schools Co-operative).  

Following the deliveries, the students explored the exhibits and spoke with the stall holders about 

topics such as the jobs they had available; career options; courses on offer; how the focus of some 

companies was to support students in finding a job, once they leave school; what a recruitment and 

labour hire company is; the disability employment services on offer; support for migrants and refu-

gees in the job world; what was involved in a particular job or career, etc. 

It was a positive event for all involved and it was EXTREMELY PLEASING to hear the exhibitors speak so 

positively about our students’ willingness to learn from the Expo and that they had such good man-

ners. WELL DONE, HAWKS! 
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  Careers Expo  
Harristown SHS would like to express its sincere appreciation to the following organisations for their willingness to 
share their knowledge with our stuents and we look forward to their involvement in our 2023 Expo. 
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The Arts  

CARNIVAL IN THE CLASSROOM 

This term, several The Arts Foundation (TAF) classes have been working on a multi-arts project based on The Carnival of the Animals 
suite by Camille Saint-Saëns. Students analysed how the music matched the characteristics of each animal, then performed the mel-

ody of Tortoises on keyboard. To complete the project, students painted their own animal  

design on a flower pot, based on an animal from the suite. Pictured are three of our Year 7 students with their artworks.  
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The Arts  

STRING ENSEMBLE WOWS PRIMARY SCHOOL AUDIENCE 

Our String Ensemble’s recent performance of a piece from “Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire” at Harristown State School’s assem-
bly amazed both students and staff.  The performance, organised by Strings teacher Mr Strout, was a great opportunity for the en-
semble to show off their talents and allowed the primary school students to see and hear how the different instruments in the en-

semble worked together to create an a rich and impressive sound. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO … 

 Year 7 student Fletcher for his participation as a vocalist in SHEP, 
the State Honours Ensemble program. 

 Year 11 Music students Ashleigh, Tayla, Mackenzie and Ellie  on 
their performances during the Careers Expo. 
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QATSIF Graduation 

Friday in week seven saw the hard work and dedication of our Year 12 QATSIF scholarship holders celebrated in a graduation cere-

mony at UniSQ.  Queensland Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Foundation (QATSIF) was created to give Queensland's Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander families increased educational choices and life opportunities. It is an independent, not-for-profit trust man-

aged by The Public Trustee of Queensland and operates through a small Secretariat. The funds used by QATSIF for its programs and 

activities are drawn from the interest earned on the original capital provided to The Public Trustee to establish the Trust. Built from 

the labour of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Queenslanders under now-repealed laws, preserving this capital means the toil of 

previous generations will have a direct benefit to the generations that follow. In this way, QATSIF will always stand as a permanent 

and positive legacy for the future. 

Our seniors that were celebrated were Holly Bennett, Tahmia Duncan, Blair Garland, Jack Kemp, Thomas McRae and Brayden 

Thompson. It was a great experience for the group, hearing from several successful speakers that have been involved with QATSIF for 

many years, promoting the impact the foundation has had on them and their careers. The group were urged to celebrate their 

achievement in making it this far in their educational journey but were also challenged to keep searching for opportunities as they 

arise and to follow what feels right for them and their chosen career paths. With such a great group we are very excited to see this 

group go off to the next step of their lives and wish them all the best as they finish off their time here at Harristown.  

Indigenous Education News 
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Clontarf 

In week 7 of this term, 11 year 7 and 8 boys travelled to the coast to be involved in a beach rugby com-

petition involving teams from all over the East Coast of QLD and NSW. Before the carnival the boys trav-

elled to Brisbane to an adventure park, Urban extreme. The boys first competed against themselves on 

the ninja warrior course with only two boys completing the entire course, Matt Colley and Beau Martin. 

This was immediately followed by trampolining then dodge ball being also played on the trampolines. 

After a short break the boys headed to laser tag with laughter and fun the main aim. A quick lunch break 

at the bus then a trip down the M 1 to our accommodation at Nobby Beach next to Magic Mountain, 

after the boys had settled in they headed to the pool for a dip and go down the water slide. Dinner that night was a barbeque cook 

up of burgers by one cabin before heading to the beach for a night time stroll. 

The next morning the other cabin had their turn to cook a hot breakfast of sausages, eggs, bacon and 

toast with the second cabin on clean up duties. We then walked to Nobby’s beach for a community ac-

tivity, beach clean-up, the boys took to the rubbish removal with gusto, being thankful that they were 

supplied with litter pickers, after finding several pairs of unwanted underwear along with a lot of 

washed up rubbish. We then made our way to the patrolled flagged area for a swim and games on the 

sand. 

That afternoon saw the boys getting dressed in their polos and jackets for a trip to Coates Hire in Brisbane for a visit to one of our 

partners to give us a guided tour through the facility in Hi Vis jackets and safety glasses. The boys proceeded to wear these glasses 

for the rest of the trip be it night or day. Many questions were asked by the boys with questions ranging from what do you hire out, 

to how much money do you make a year. That night we enjoyed pizza at an Italian restaurant “Arrivederci” which was enjoyed by all, 

although the boys had not experienced rectangular pizzas before. Suncorp Stadium was the next 

stop for the night with the Parramatta Eels playing … no destroying the Brisbane Broncos in a one-

sided affair that was decided before half time, a late trip home to the Gold Coast that night saw 

the boys brushing their teeth then straight into bed. 

A breakfast of cereal and toast prepared the boys for a day of football at Greenmount beach, the 

boys took to the field with enthusiasm all day with 5-minute halves and 

one-minute breaks. The boys were undefeated for the tournament but 

two draws had them miss out on the Grand Final by only 1 point. All games 

were played with Clontarf spirit but the boys played hard footy without losing respect for the game or the 

opposition.  

Harristown State high Schools Clontarf Spirit Award was presented to Brandon Chapman this year as he led 

with honour, spirit and excellent sportsman’s ship each and every game. He crunched a few boys and busted 

through the line several times but always made sure that those he stopped or ran over were okay afterwards.  

The boys were amazing the entire trip and made the Academy very proud with their efforts on and off the 

field. We hope to see the boys on the next trip with Clontarf and hope the lessons learnt on camp can be tak-

en back to school and home. 

Please enjoy this video of the camp.  

https://youtu.be/uoNf6eg5MfM 

Indigenous Education News 

https://youtu.be/uoNf6eg5MfM
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Year 8 Science  

At the start of this term the Grade 8’s have been learn-

ing about energy. We have been looking at the differ-

ent forms of energy and how energy is transformed 

from one type to another.  

One of the experiments (or just cool things to do) is to 
use bottle rockets as an example of using the potential 
energy in compressed air. This is used to propel a PET 
drink bottle that contains some water to give the rock-
et some mass, into the air, demonstrating the energy 
transformations from potential energy in compressed 
air to kinetic energy and finally gravitational energy, as 
the bottle falls to the ground. As the students discov-
ered, it was literally a cool thing to do, as the students 
soon worked out that as the rocket was propelled in 
one direction, the water moved in the opposite direc-
tion. As the photos show, this was literally a cool thing 
to do.    

The year 8 Agricultural Science classes have started their next topic “Bees” with 

a focus on bee diseases as their next assignment. This is extremely relevant due 

to the Varroa Mite which has been detected in New South Wales. The students 

suited up in their protective clothing and inspected the bee hives. They were 

able to inspect the frames to make sure the bees were healthy and to locate the 

Queen bee. We were on the lookout for Small Hive Beetle as there can be few in 

the hives. The Small hive Beetle trap was replenished with diatomaceous earth, 

a natural pesticide and placed between the frame. The Small Hive Beetles are 

chased by the bees into the trap to hide, where they get a dusting of diatoma-

ceous earth on them which blocks their air passage and they suffocate. 

Year 8 Agricultural Science  
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Hawks Library News  

 
The library is here to improve the academic achievements of every student as readers, researchers and thinkers. 

�  Book Week 2022 Prize Winners 
Thank you to all of you who participated in the Book 
Week Scavenger Hunt and the ASLD Sur-
vey. Congratulations to the following students who 
received a book voucher for their efforts: 

Beau Y04 
Shahnaz S05Z 
Ruby G10 

Congratulations to our runner ups who received a 
canteen voucher:  

Charlie R01 
Mabel Y12 

And to Mr Keily who received the coffee voucher for 
staff participation.  

Australian School Library Day  
 
Ms Monagle had some very kind words to say about Library 
staff on Assembly on the first ever Australian School Library 
Day – a day where we get to celebrate and highlight the glori-
ous variety of things about our school library - especially those 
things that may normally be ‘hidden’ from view but are so 
essential to the far-reaching web of impact that the school 
library has in our school.  
 
She revealed that our readers had borrowed 520 books in Au-
gust and that students had actually borrowed 4310 books so 
far this year! That’s 639 books more than the same time last 
year! 
 
Students voted on the top things about our school library in a 
survey and revealed some positives about our school library.  

Scavenger Hunt Answers  
Some of our Reading Rocks were challenging to find as students explored the shelves over the week. We received over 
100 correct entries in the Scavenger Hunt. Well done students! 
 
A big thank you to our staff who nominated a book they’ve enjoyed reading.    
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In the Library Work Room 
It is worth browsing the shelves as Mrs D is 
regularly putting new books on the shelves 
for students to borrow.  
 
On one shelf in the work room, pictured left, 
are new books that we are adding to the cat-
alogue and placing into genres.  
 
They just need to be covered and we’ll get 
them out on the library shelves for you.  
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National Child Protection Week (4-10 September) 

Every Child in Every Community Needs a Fair Go 

 
National Child Protection Week is all about the ways that we can all work together to build communities that 
support children and families. 
Children are safest when they are listened to, respected and believed. 
All adults can play a part by ‘tuning in’ to children in everyday situations about small worries; then they are 
much more likely to feel comfortable telling us if something big is wrong. 
 
Talking with children about safety: 

• Support children to identify trusted adults (both within the family and outside) they can talk to, if they are 
worried, upset, or don’t feel safe. Make sure these adults know they are on your child’s list. 

• Remind children that they can talk to you or a trusted adult about anything, no matter how big or small their worry might be.  

• Talk to children about how they know when they feel safe or unsafe. Help them to listen to their early warning signs (how their 
body feels), and to trust their feelings and instincts. 
Use everyday activities as opportunities for conversations (e.g. preparing meals and snacks, going for walks, playing, shopping). If 
children are used to having lots of communication, it can make it easier to talk when big or tricky issues come up. 
Be open to talking about all kinds of feelings, including anger, joy, frustration, fear and anxiety. This helps children to develop a 
‘feelings vocabulary’. 

QLD  Road Safety Week 
 

Last week was Qld Road Safety Week. Our focus was the Fatal 5 and vehicle safety, with information 
presented to students/staff via daily notices and a daily quiz question for senior form classes.  

Congratulations to G14, R15 and B20 for winning their year level quiz.  

The office and Hub TV’s provided information on the Fatal 5 and a driver’s obligations at a traffic crash. 

Senior student survey results revealed issues of concern to these young drivers includes 
peer pressure whilst driving, speeding in school zones and how to recognize what the 
speed limit may be in different areas, parking signs and 
how to interpret them, people touching others cars and 
potential damage, burnouts/hooning legislation.  

Further information will be provided on these topics over 
the next few weeks. This is a great opportunity for par-
ents/caregiver to discuss these and other driving behav-
iours with their children who drive or will be driving soon. 

Max from Clontarf assisted with a demo to students on 
how to change a car tyre, with some great discussion 
around car safety checklists and maintenance of vehicles 
for safety and compliance. 

Thanks to all who participated in the activities. 








