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Term Deposit? 
 
Dear Hawk Family. Welcome to Term 4. 
 
I use the heading ‘Term Deposit’ in relation to this school term because I  
believe that each one of us will understand the concept of investing a  
resource we have, usually money, for a specific period of time to gain growth by 
the end of that time. 
 
Every term at our great school is exactly like that. Parents/carers, teachers, support 
staff, school leaders, and students themselves, all invest, not money, but time, 
effort and dedication, into academic and behavioural growth to progress educa-
tionally. 
 
I look forward to this term being the ‘icing on the cake’ for many students, bringing 
together everything they have learnt this year and this term in receiving their best 
ever end of semester report for achievement, effort, behaviour and attendance. 
Our 2021 year has maintained its clear focus on every student succeeding. 
 
Very best wishes for the term ahead. I look forward to our next Hawk Chat when I 
will present the results from our Interhouse Engagement Competition, based on 
our Years 7 to 10 students’ in-class effort and behaviour for their Mid-Semester 2 
Reports. 
 
 
Ken Green 
Executive Principal 

Edition 104 
19 October 2021 

Event Calendar 

Year 11 Camp  
18 - 20  October 

 
Year 7 into 8 Subject            
Information Evening 

18 October 
5:00—8:00pm 

 
Clontarf 7/8 Cricket Camp 

20 - 22  October 
 

QLD Junior Schools Cup  
22—24 October 

 

Year 12 External Examination Block 
22 October—13 November 

 
Relay for Life 

Saturday 23 October 
 

Chantelle Cramb Futsal 
Saturday 23 October 

 
Year 9 Geography Extension Council        

Presentations 
25—29 October 

 
Certificate I Financial Services  

Thursday 28 October 
Friday  29 October 

 
Senior DD Volleyball Schools Cup 

Friday 29 October 
 

Year 11 Biology Field Excursion 
Wednesday 03 November 

7:30am - 4:30pm 
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Executive Principal 
 

Ken Green 
 

Deputy Principals 
 

BALKUIN - Craig Forknall        
BARANG - Leanne Monagle 

BONDA - Ian Brackstone 
- Dale Potter  
Helen Parker 

 
Business Manager 

 

Elaine Fickling 
 

Guidance Officers 
 

Judy King 
Sue-Ellen Taylor 

 
Positive Behaviour Coaches  

(First point of contact 
 for Parents/Carers) 

 

BALKUIN - Brady Albrand  
BARANG - Sue Burns 

BONDA - Ben McDonald 
- Liam Capewell  

SEP - Cam Mclean 
 

Year Level Coordinators 
Year 7 - Ashleigh Hegvold 

Year 8 - Karuna Dang 
Year 9 -   Tegan Krause 

Year 10 - Jamie Krisanski 
Year 11 - Peter Dayus 

Year 12 - Nick Clarry 
 

P&C Shop 
4636 8714 

Monday-Friday 
8:15am-3:15pm 

 
School Canteen 

4636 8710 
7:45am-2:00pm  

Brianna Byrd received  the of Erica J Hohnke Hospitality Award - Student of the Year for 2021. 

Her achievements certainly meet our Vision “Every Student Succeeding” 

• School Based Traineeship – Café Valetta Certificate III in Hospitality (15 hours average per week) 

• Team Coach KFC Wilsonton (employee since 2018, average 20 hours per week) 

• Captain Girls Football Team (both junior and senior teams since Year 8) 

• Small Business Operator 

Brianna’s future pathway is to become a Café Owner and/or Flight Attendant, however she is still to 
decide which opportunity she will conquer first, given our current health climate.  Brianna will dis-
play the major trophy at Café Valetta over the spring holidays, and then in our school office for a 
period of time. 

. 
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GPs in School Trial at Harristown State High School 
  
Our community at Harristown High School is excited about having a GP to provide a service to students one day each week from 2022 
until the end of the trial, mid-way through 2024.  
 
While the GP program provides support for the range of general health issues experienced by young people, it is fitting that this an-
nouncement comes in Mental Health week, given the increase in mental health issues experienced by our young people in the course 
of their everyday lives, not forgetting the impact of COVID in recent times.  
 
With more than 1800 students attending, our population is extremely diverse (culturally, linguistically, those with disabilities, first na-
tion people) with a number of our families coming from small communities on the outskirts of Toowoomba.  This can make accessing a 
doctor quite difficult at times as parents/carers do their best to support their children when finances are stretched more and more.  
 
Ideally, we would like to provide wrap around support for our students, working with parents/carers, the range of support staff and 
community organisations as well as a GP to help our students feel well and feel supported so they can achieve their best academic 
outcomes, no matter what path they choose.  
 
Practically, we see our students benefitting from being able to have basic hearing and vision checks, being able to access referrals to 
specialists and being able to access Mental Health Plans to name only a few of the foreseeable benefits.  Responding to one parent’s 
concern; the school does not advocate for or against students having the COVID vaccine.  This is a parent/carer decision and a matter 
between them and the GP. 
 
Our students recognise the advantages for themselves as they say ... 
‘It will be easily with the GP at the school.’ 
‘It will help to speak to a doctor about my general health.’ 
‘I’d like to be able to talk about a private matter to someone I trust.’ 
‘It will be cheap if we can bulk bill.’ 
 
This is a great program and we are grateful to be included in this new initiative.  
  
 
Helen Parker 
Deputy Principal 
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eSafety is again offering free webinars during Term 4 for parents/carers to help you to help 

your child to develop the skills to be safer online –  

• guide to digital technologies and mental health (for parents/carers of 10-18yrs) 

• guide to online gaming (for parents/carers of 8-13yrs) 

Check out esafety.gov.au/parents/webinars for further information and booking dates/

times. 

Constable Rebekah 

 

Feeling Fantastic 

Girls participated in the 6 week Feeling Fantastic Group. They learned skills and resilience in moving energy out. They celebrated with a 

Graduation party and Certificate of Completion.  

Take Time for Mental Health 9 – 17 October 

Queensland Mental Health Week (QMHW) is an annual awareness initiative that 

promotes individual and community mental health and wellbeing, boosts aware-

ness of mental illness and celebrates the contribution of the mental health and 

community sectors. 

The theme ‘Take time– for mental health’ recognisees the importance of taking to 

engage in activities that boosts our mental health and wellbeing, and seeking help 

when needed.  
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Take Time for Mental Health 9– 17 October continued 

Support staff  organised activities throughout the week for students to ‘take time’ during their break .  One of the activities included a 
number of local agencies coming to the school participating in a Mental Health Awareness EXPO. These organisations were Red Cross 
(YHARS), Anglicare, PCYC, St Vincent de Paul, Lifeline, Mercy Community Services, Kobi House Mission Australia, Civic Assist, QPASTT, 
Living Well, and Drug Arm.   Thank you to BATYR Preventative Mental Health Organisation for speaking to our Year 9 and 10 students 
around awareness.   

 Thank you to all staff and students involved in Mental Health Week.  
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DRAMA WORKSHOP 

During HIT on Friday 8th October, junior Drama Students were given the opportunity to participate in an acting skills workshop with 
director Travis Dowling. Travis is currently the Associate Director of The Grin and Tonic Theatre Troupe, workshopping artist with 
Queensland Theatre Company, and has recently relocated to Toowoomba to rewrite USQ’s Theatre Program.  

During this workshop students were guided through activities to develop and strengthen their performing skills.  The workshop was 
a roaring success and we hope to have Travis join our students again in the future.  
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CREATING IN THE PARK 

On the first weekend of the school holidays, Year 11 Visual Art students Wendy and Georgia were invited to join a small group 
of local artists in a ‘Creating in the Park’ event organised by USQ. The event was held in the Japanese Gardens and hosted by 
internationally renowned artist David Hinchliffe. The artworks created will be displayed in an exhibition next year.   
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TYME 

Students from our Symphonic Wind Ensemble and String Ensemble participated in the TYME (Today’s Youth in Music Education) Festi-

val at the University of Southern Queensland on the last Wednesday of Term 3.  After participating in workshops during the afternoon 
with a guest conductor, the students performed in a twilight concert as part of massed ensembles with other primary and secondary 
school students from around the region.  Both ensembles also did stand-alone performances which were enthusiastically received by 
the audience. 
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SECTION SECTION WINNER (name and house) 

Junior Solo Vocal Dayna Gray (Barang) 

Senior Solo Vocal TIE - Emma Beare (Balkuin) and Kyra Ford (Barang)  

Senior Group Vocal Erin Symes (Dherwain), Kyra Ford (Barang)  

Junior Solo Instrumental Zeke Melloy (Bonda)  

Senior Solo Instrumental Benjamin Arthur (Balkuin)  

Senior Group  

Instrumental 

Beni Mushosi (Bonda), Abdalla Abdelrahman (Balkuin), Lucky Cyubahiro 

(Barang), Patient Kwizera (Barang), Augustin Milumbu (Bonda), Bernard 

Mushosi (Bonda), Espoir Ndule (Bonda), Nehemiah Tumaini (Bonda)  

Junior Solo/Duo Dance Reid McAleer (Bonda)  

Senior Solo/Duo Dance 
TIE - Morgan McAleer (Bonda) and Gian Recilla (Bonda), Sean Lindsay-

Holley (Barang)  

Senior Group Dance 
Gian Recilla (Bonda), Jacques Nikodemu Ntambwe (Bonda), Thomas Phy-

lakti (Bonda)  

Junior Artwork Arwen Douglas (Barang)  

Senior Artwork Georgia Deeth (Balkuin)  

Junior Photography Shivaughn Ennor (Balkuin) 

Senior Photography Johanna Beard (Balkuin)  

Junior Short Film/Trailer Carmi Adhil (Balkuin)  

Senior Short Film/Trailer 
Jayden Althaus (Balkuin), Mason Dahl (Barang), Bob Ryan (Bonda),  

Caleb Thompson (Dherwain), Baden Adkins (Balkuin)  

Senior Song Writing Eleana Escober (Balkuin)  

House Arts Challenge  Balkuin 
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SPECIAL AWARDS 

Junior Encouragement Award Nancy Adhil (Balkuin)  

Senior Encouragement Award Ashley Webber (Dherwain)  

Best Junior Male Performer Reid McAleer (Bonda) 

Best Senior Male Performer Rowan McDonough (Bonda)  

Best Junior Female Performer 

TIE - Isabella Bateman 

(Balkuin), Mai Lan Ruhle 

(Bonda)  

Best Senior Female Performer Kyra Ford (Barang)  

THE ARTS DAY 2021 WINNING HOUSE - BONDA 
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HOUSE ARTS CHALLENGE 



Beyond Broncos 

Welcome back! We have an exciting term ahead of us.  

New Student Support Officer 

Welcome to our new Student Support Officer, Christina McGee. I am looking forward to 

working with Christina and introducing her to the Beyond The Broncos students and 

Harristown staff members. If you see Christina around the school, please introduce 

yourself and make her feel welcome.  

 

Term 4 Rewards Day 

On Thursday 21 October, during first period, our Broncos Ambassadors will be hosting a fun Term 4 Rewards morning. This session is for 

Beyond the Broncos members, to celebrate a successful year and reward their efforts throughout 2021.  We would like to see all members 

attend, as you all deserve to be acknowledged for your efforts during the year. During this session we will also be announcing our Arrow 

Energy Student Award and Scholarship recipients.  

 

Year 12 Students 

On an exciting, but slightly sadder note, our Year 12 cohort will be leaving us soon. We wish them the very best for their final exams and 

also wish them every success in their post school pathways. 

The Year 12s celebrated their high school achievements during last term’s Beyond the Broncos Graduation Ceremony. Harristown State 
High School had a large number of graduating students. Mr Green, Mrs Jones and myself were extremely proud of the manner in which 
our students spoke, presented and conducted themselves throughout the evening. It was an honour to see the Bronco’s values and the  
school’s values represented by dedicated and strong Indigenous women. 
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Beyond Broncos 

Sporting Achievements 

During the recent school holidays, a number of our BTB students represented regional teams in vari-

ous sporting events, e.g. touch football and futsal. Congratulations to those students who train ex-

tremely hard to be selected to represent our region in their sports of choice. 

At the National School Futsal Championships, Harristown’s Year 9 student, Silvara Clarke, received 

the 2021 QLD West Under 15 Girls Most Improved Award. Congratulations Silvara! 

 

Who can join our Beyond the Broncos Girls Academy? 

The Beyond the Broncos Girls Academy is open to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students. 

You do not need to be a football player, or even sporty, to be a part of our program. We are a diverse 

group of students and all students are welcome! 

Our Broncos space, room D24, is open to all members during both breaks and provides you with a culturally safe place 

to connect with other students or our Student Support Officers. Christina and I are more than happy to have you join 

us for a yarn, a game of Uno, to grab a snack, seek advice, tutoring or assessment help or to assist you with completing 

your resume and applying for casual work. Whatever you may need, we are here to help. Please drop by, we would 

love to see you! 

 

QATSIF  

Year 12 QATSIF scholarship graduates were presented with their graduation certificates on Wednesday. Shayel Fiedler 

opened assembly with an acknowledgement of country, followed by Kynan Lamb and Hayleigh Waters, who gave a 

brief overview of the QATSIF scholarship.  They also expressed heartfelt thanks to their hard-working ancestors, whose 

stolen wages held in trust, have directly benefited them.  

Assembly was followed by a celebration lunch with a special QATSIF cake where our students videoed a thank you 

message to Aunty Ruth Hegarty and the QATSIF board for the gift of their scholarships. 

Congratulations to these fantastic students! 
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 Clontarf 

Harristown Academy Year 12’s Celebrate in Cairns 

During the holidays, our fantastic Year 12 members were fortunate enough to spend their very last Clontarf camp amongst the amazing 

surroundings of Cairns. Eleven of our senior members crammed their bags for a once in a lifetime trip during the first week of the Septem-

ber holidays and travelled to Brisbane to fly up to the tropics of Queensland. The weather may not have been the best for the whole week, 

with threatening storm clouds for the first half of the week.  

Our first day in Cairns consisted of visiting two major water holes in the area, Behana Gorge and Josephine falls. With a very warm walk 

into both waterholes it was so refreshing to be able to dive in the crystal clear and 

slightly chilly water. The second day started with a welcome to country at the Moss-

man Gorge Cultural Centre before setting off on another breath-taking rainforest walk 

followed by a short dip in the flowing water of Mossman Gorge itself. After a stop-off 

in Port Douglas for some well-earned burgers our next activity was awaiting us in the 

form of a fresh water snorkelling tour along the rivers surrounding the town Mossman. 

Moderate rapids and an abundance of wildlife created a unique adventure with the 

sensation of swimming in your very own freshwater aquarium. The next day saw the 

group venture to the outer reef with a long and unsteady ferry ride. By the time we 

arrived we had a lot of very woozy sailors but when it was time to go in the water lucky 

their seasickness had subsided. Some amazing snorkelling around the reef featured a 

lot of bumping and nudging by the 

local reef boss ‘Wally’ to whom Jason was told to stop trying to hug. The local marine 

biologists showed us their efforts to rebuild the reef and after a long day we headed back 

to the main land. Green Island was our day 5 destination and was a much smoother ferry 

ride. The reef came out on show with numerous sightings of stingray’s countless schools 

of colourful reef fish, a rare sight of numerous octopus and a very close encounter for 

Tyrel and Max with a sea turtle taking a breath only centimetres from them.  

Our last travel day was framed by a relaxing drive through the Daintree rainforest up to 

Cape Tribulation Beach. The picturesque views being second to none saw our boys not 

want to leave and come home. Our very last stop that afternoon was a drop in to the 

Daintree Discovery Centre where everyone experienced a self-guided audio tour on the 

history and flora and fauna of the Daintree rainforest. The last night was a time to relax 

so we let the boys traverse the Cairns night markets to grab some mementos and gifts for loved ones back home. Many amazing memories 

were brought back with us, and the boys’ soaked up every little bit of culture and experience they could. Their overwhelming gratitude 

towards being able to visit Cairns is still evident in their faces. Hopefully with this great adventure they can use it to push to the end of 

their schooling lives and onto the beginning of the rest of 

their lives. Everyone here can’t wait to see what amazing 

things these 12 young men do in their next life chapter. 
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This month with Hawks Library 

 

New books 

We have moved out of the Library for a few days but will be back next week with 

loads of new books to borrow. There’s everything from horror, romance, fantasy and 

some great novel versions of Disney stories – and  you will find them displayed on the 

new books shelves. Look for the ‘New Books’ signage or ask Mrs Diepold for help se-

lecting a great book. 

 

Dyslexia Font 

Some of our most popular titles will now be available in the larger size dyslexia font. 

These books are specially formatted books for people with dyslexia. They use a dys-

lexic font that is designed to alleviate some of the difficulties typically reported by 

readers with dyslexia, such as swapping or flipping letters and skipping lines without 

noticing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking Forward 

Watch out for our spooky reading recommendations, coming to you in the Library  

before All Hallows Eve. 
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Our last topic for the two-year course, ‘sustainability’, is well under way. To be more sustaina-
ble, we must find ways to reduce pollution and switch to renewables where 
practicable, all while preserving and improving our lifestyle. One part of the 
assessment is that each student must make and present a model or process 
that could make the world more sustainable in some small way. A popular 
choice was to build a ‘solar oven’ from cardboard, alfoil and tape. This oven 
should be capable of heating a slice of frozen pizza, slow-cooking rice or warm-
ing up a hot dog sausage for consumption, all using free energy from the sun! 
Another popular choice was a ‘redneck room heater’, which generates warm 
air to heat a room entirely through drink cans painted black (black absorbs heat 
from the sun). Others are working on aquaculture and vermiculture (worm-
farm) projects, a paper-recycling venture, a water-purification project, solar 
cars and wind turbines. 
One brave student has 
taken on the challenging 
task of applying Euler’s 
mathematical principles to 
bus routes in order to cov-
er the most bus stops us-
ing the least mileage. This 
would consume less fuel, 
thereby reducing pollution. 
Remember, “From little 
things, big things grow.” 
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Grade 10 and 11 Agriculture students completed the University of New Eng-

land’s “Soil your undies challenge” this week. This involved the students 

burying a new pair of cotton underpants and leaving them for 8 weeks. Dur-

ing this time the students looked at the soil biota and determined the soils 

pH (6.5). They were surprised when the only part of the underpants still in-

tact was the elastic from the waistband and legs. 

This will be packaged and sent back to the uni-

versity for analysis.  

This activity lead to some interesting discussions 

about natural verses synthetic fibres and their 

sustainability. The students also observed the 

natural cotton fibres under the microscope. 
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